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The Editorial Board

Plulip E, Fleton,

Linda DeMeglio, Joc Hart,

Jim Atkine, Par Mengers,

Gil Spencer. . )

Injustice continues until

Free H. Beatly Chadwick. .
Chadwick, a former Main Jine lawyer
has been in jail since April 5, 1985 — longer
than convicted repists, child molesters and
@ven an occasional murderer. .
. The now-6%yearold man was jailed
after comnty Judge Chad Kenney handled
¢ equitabls distribution in a contentious
divorce .case betwean Chadwick and his
wife of 15 yesrs, Barbara Jean Crowther
Chadwick. Judge Eeénney  directed
Chadwick to make $2.8 million in commu-
nity property available to his ex-wifs.
Chadwick denied having the necessary
funds.

The former Mrs. Chadwick filed 2 pelt
tion to have ber exhushand held for civil
contempt. Oa April 5, 1995, now-ratired
dJudge Joseph Landrim Jz, agreed with the
petilion and jalled Chadwick on $3 million
bail.

Thus began 10-and-akhalf years of,

appeals and hearings, all the time leaving
H. Beatly Chadwick in jail.

Fivally, ia February of this year, ex-
President Judge Leo A. Sereni was appoint.
#d as 2 special master by currant President
Judge Kenneth A, Clouse to locate the dis-
puted marital assets. Sereni hired Parente
Randolph and Tntelysis, forensic account-
ants, to conduct an exhaustive search
through 2 maze of financial ingtitutions
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from . Switzerland ‘to Panama, They con-
cluded Chadwick did not possess the fands,

Barbara Chadwick’s atlorney Albert
Momjian said Sereni's report should not;
matter. He claims Chadwick stonewalled
amy attempt to séarck through his finapcial
records.
Michasi Malloy, whe represents the
od Chadwick, dispites Mompar's acen-
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with the financial investization. .

The two sides continue to sguare gff.
. Momjian argues that Sereni’s function
was to “find where the money was hidder,”
not conelnde that Chadwick should be seE
free, He .goes on to say that numerous
Judges agreed with the original clajm hat
Chadwick knew whare the monay was and
continued to hide it

Malloy hailed the report, claimin

ould provide the hecess: Ton;

fail

malignant kphoma, free.

After detailing nio evidence of hidden
mongy, Sersni concluded in his raport, “Mr.
Chadwick's present incarcerstion has, in
eifect, become a Hfe semtence without the
pretectiong and benefits of the basic con-
stifutional provisions afforded o those citi
Zens accused of mors heinons acts.”

In other words, no judge could keap an
accused child molester, rapist or murdarer

in jail for 10 years without benefit of 8 trial

Judge Clouse said another heary
by jury. But, that's Just what has happened

be held in the case in light of 8
report. It should be guick. No man s
be jniled with no chance of freedom
he hias never been allowed to plead hi
in open court. [
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to 0. Beatty Chadwick.

The one investigation ordered by the
court cannok find the money Momjian and
bis client daim is
remaing in jafl

there, Yet, Chadwick




